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Hello, my friends!
I was at Walmart last night getting groceries when I saw one of the kids in my youth group.
He’s from Bangladesh and I’ve known him since he was in middle school. He works in the
hardware department.
“Hey, Mr. Tim!”
“What’s happening, baby? You’re looking good. Like your hair!” I always try to say
something positive!
“Thanks Mr. Tim. Things are ok. I had to quit my job at Mo’s. The boss was being bad to
me.”
“Sorry about that. Not good to have a bad boss!”
He moved closer to me. It was obvious he was getting ready to tell me something really
personal, which isn’t easy when you’re standing in the middle of an aisle in Walmart!
“I’m having trouble with my girl friend’s family. Her family is from Dhaka in Bangladesh, and
my family is from a village up country. Her father doesn’t think we should be together. He’s
told her that she can’t leave the house and that he’ll hit her if she goes to see me. He can do
that?”
“How old is she?”
“She’s 23 and has a full time job.”
“If she’s an adult he can’t legally force her to stay in the house and it’s a felony to tell someone
they’re going to beat them. This isn’t Bangladesh!”
“So she could call the police?”
“Yes. But that should be a last resort. Only if he really does hit her. You never want to get the
cops involved unless you absolutely have to. If they have to get involved their relationship will
never be the same. You know, I’m not from this country either. In Kenya, the father IS the
law. Your girl friend will have to stand up to him if there is to be a change.”
“Do you think I should get involved, Mr. Tim?”
“I know this is a difficult situation. You have the right to go to her house and visit if you
want.”
“I know her father will be very upset when I leave.”
“There is no simple answer to this problem. I’m sorry about what’s going on.”
“Can I call you to talk about it, Mr. Tim?”
“Of course, bro. You have my number, right?” He told me he has a new phone, so I gave him
my contact information again.
When people ask me, “How many children do you have?” I usually say, “Two.” But the reality
of the situation is I have over five hundred!” SO MANY children have made their way into my
heart at our mission. Almost all of them have asked Jesus into their hearts! THANK YOU for
supporting our family and my extended family!
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